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On the Art of Happinefs, and on Extremes. 


E cannot operate upon immaterial objects as we can 
upon material ones; and therefore it may he doubted 
whether the Art of Happinefs can be cultivated and improved 
with the fame eafe and fuccefs that attend our indultry in 
otherarts, It is certain, however, that much more may be done 
thanwe are willing to try, and that many people fly from en- 
deavours to make themfelves happy, and become felf-tormentors. 
Such people feem to have an averfion to happinefs in themfelves, 
er in others ; and are perpetually faying and doing innumer- 
able things which hurt the temper, or perplex the underiland- 
ing. This is chiefly occafioned by their taking the worlt fide 
of human nature on every occafion, and inftead of reprefenting 
things in a light as favourable as poflible, heighten and magnify 
the blemifhes and defeéts of every character, exaggerate the bad 
Parts of a ftory, and compofe a tale of hortor, which, perhaps, 
inother hands, would have appeared in a much more favour- 
able light. Such people, too, are even affisuous in treafuring 
vp, and ready on all occafions to bring forth ilrange and terrible 
circumitances of cruelty, barbarity, wickedne(s, and folly, the 
continual repetition of which, at improper times, and on im- 
Proper occafions, inftead of operating falutarily on the heart, 
Only tends to foor the temper, to hurt the feclings, and difturb 
the pleafing ideas of a virtaous mind, 
Vou. XIV. 353. 2 O Melaina 
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Melaina is one of thofe young ladies who are for ever deaf. 

ng in the ** terribles ;*? where other ladies amufe themfelves 
bs converfation on drefs, public places, the court, the opera, 
Melaina a her guefts with ftories of murders, battles, 
bloody duels, fudden deaths, and other anecdotes which aftonith 
and hock the feelings. And what is very remarkable, few peoe 
ple are lefs able to fuftain a train of fuch narratives than Me. 
Jaina herfelf, In fat, the is generally the greateft fufferer, by her 
own eagernefs to communicate dreadfel intelligence. 1 have 
feen her more than once in tears before fhe had finithed the ac. 
count of a murder, and the has not unfrequently fainted away 
during fome horrible ftory which fhe earneltly requefted to hear, 
Hence Melsina among hei acquaintance generally is known by 
the name of the felf-tormentor. 

Un am for her, the newfpapers afford too much food 

of the kind the likes, and it is farprizing how nimbly hhe paffes 
over the parliamentary and court intelligence, fathions, plays, 
&c. tc come to the robberies, murders, commitments, and deaths, 
on al! the circumftances of which fhe dwells with peculiar 
pleafure ; and, when the enters into company, relates what he 
has read or heard witha thoufand little additional touches of 
the pathetic and the terrible, by which the either forces her 
hearers ovtof the room, or engages them in the unpleafing of- 
fice of recovering herfelf from an hyleri¢ fit. 

I know of no bad qualities Melaina peffeffes ; the is prudent, 
fenfible, generous, charitable, and pious; but has fo utter an 
averfion to the innocent pleafure of focicty, the engaging {mile, 
the laugh of wit, or merriment, and the pafling of humour, 
that the takes much more delight ia a marder than in all the 
efforts of comic genius, and would rather liften a whole day to 
the defcription of a bloody battle, than to the beft comedy that 
Congreve or Sheridan could produce. 

The books fhe mot delights in are fuch as create both her 
pleafures and her pain, fuch as the Hiflories of Martyrs wao 
have fuffered the torture, or been hanged, burnt, or ba ied 
alive-—-the Annals of Newgate, Reynelds’ God’s Revenge 
againft Murder, Clark’s E xamy les, and other like books, QO! 
thefe fhe is perfect miitrefs, anu, ia defect of diurnal intellie 
gence, fhe has recourfe tothem. ‘Thetear, the fich, ang the 





groan, are forever ready, for ever feen and heard ; but the 
chaite humour of an Addifon, or a Fielding, is loit upon Mes 

The bowling of tempetis, the wreck of a fhip, as eattis 
kein the Weft Indies, an exccutionmthefe are the ioarces 

hes meditation, and che entertainment fhe provides ior her 
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wreck of the Halfewell Eait-Indiaman afforded her a topic for 
near half a year, untilher faculties feemed deranged by the 
perpetual recollection and relation of that moft melancholy 
event. It may be fuppofed that the fo frequent repetition of 
the fame tale of woe might tend to renderit familiar and deftroy 
its effe&t. Butthis is not the cafe with Melaina ; fo various 
are the lights in which the places the fame circumftances on each 
repetition, that her f{melling-bottle and her handkerchief are 
as neceflary at the laft as the firit time of telling. 

One peculiar trait in this lady’s character is very fingular, but 
perfectly conformable to the refit ; the has much lefs regard for 
the company of her friends in health than in fickne(s, and fhe 
very often will ran to fee the corple of afriend, whom fhe has 
not vifited for years. The death-bed f{cene is one of her fa- 
vourite delights—delights, I call it, for there met be fome 
fecret fatisfaétion arifing from the perpetual indulgence of a 
gloomy difpofition, although unknown to other perfons, To be 
in pain, to labour under difeaie, is a fure recommendation to 
Melaina’s kindnefs and vilits. ‘To be in health, to be merry, 
lively, and humourous has no charms to her ;_ the had rather vific 
you when you are anable to fpeak, and converfe with you when 
you are unable to hear. 

Such are the outlines of the character of Melaina, of whom 
no perfon ever {poke ill, becaufe whoever knows her, knows the 
excellence of her heart and life, but yet who has perhaps fewer 
friends who with to fee her than any lady of her rank and cha 
rater in the world. The young fhe immediately frightens 
away; the middle-aged are not always difpofed to be ferious, 
and it is but feldom that even the old will tolerate her. From, 
probably, the beit of motives, fhe has fallen into an extreme 
very uncommon in our time, and habit has reconciled her to 
the train of thoughts the now conitantly purfues.—So much for 
the character of Melaina ; let us now place in oppolition, that 

of Moraina, 

There are people in the world to whom a laugh is fo familiar, 
that their features are in time formed with a particular grin, of 
which a portrait-painter who aims ata ftriking likenefs mutt 
avail himfelf. Moraina is fo much the reverte of tne former 
character, that a perpetual fmile attends her filence, anda 
perpetual laugh her words. So far from delighting ia what is 
fombre and melancholy like Melaina, the abdhors every thing 
Serious ; her feelings are as acute as the other’s, but fhe care- 

fully avoids the meation of any {abject which may touch them, 
and this fhe does either by interrupting the converfation, or 
Jeaving the place where converfation of the kind paffzs. Aly. 
2Q02@ dicrous 
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dicrous tale, or a merry jeft is never unwelcome ; the mention 
of a murder, or any ioftance of cruelty is always obnoxious to 
her, and, if compelled to hear it, fhe takes the firft opportunity 
to tern it off with a laugh, if that be poffible. So completely 
has fhe rejeéted all refle€tion on ferious fubjects, that her fer. 
vants have particular orders never to let her know of deaths or 
funerals in the neighbourhood, or of any circumftances liable 
to affect that gaiete de caur which conftitutes her character and 
her happincfS, Melaina, as has been obferved, never is fo fond 
of vifiting her friends as when they are in ficknefs or on a death 
bed ; Moraina gives up all connedlion or acquaintance with 
them from the moment their diforder prevents them from pat. 
taking of pablic pleafures. Méelaina is a conftant frequenter 
at church ; Moraina avoids that place, left fhe thoold hear any 
thing that might awaken reflection. ‘I'he one hastoo moch 
ferioufnefs, the other none at all, The days of the one areems 
ployed in reading, converfation, and reflection ; the other's 
are {pent in routes, vifits, and cards. The one is always pre 
pared forthe adverfities of life by meditation on the fhortnels 
and uncertainty of all human enjoyments ; the latter has not 
firmnefs of mind to bearthe moft trivial fhock, and, cowards 
like, flies from every thought of a change. Among giddy peos 
ple Melaina would appear to be a Methodiit ; among ferious 
people, among, I had almoft {faid, rational creatures, Moraina 
feems mad, 

From thefe two characters we may learn to avoid extremes 
in our conduét. A very fmall portion ot the gaiety of Moraina 
would make Melaina acharming charater ; a portion of Me. 
Jaina’s refle€tion would temper the heat of fafhionable folly ia 
the other, and render her actions more confiitent with the duties 
of a thinking being. There is no furer way to make young 
people diflike piety than to reprefent it as furrounded with 
gloom and melancholy ; and there is no more certain way to 
make fools and profligatesthan by placing all our happinefs in 
the abfeace of refieCtion, Devotion thould prevail by example, 
bat the influence of that example is obitructed by a behaviour 
morofe, four, and forbidding, The innocent enjoyments of 
focicty are our’s ; they are given usto alleviate the burthen ot 
the more important cares of life, and unbend the mind from its 
weightier concerns, But, a continued feries of amuiements, 
withortone hour for reflection, a perpetual converfation with 
others withoutone word addrefled to ourfelves, a walte of ume 
without any reckoning, are alike pernicious to the head and the 
eart, ‘Uhefe are the fources of that corruption of manners 


vhich fo generally prevails. In the two charatters drawa above, 
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we-fee two extremes ; the one charater is formed for folitude, 
fhe difturbs fociety ; the other is formed for and is carried away 
by the common ftream 3 the oneis no doubt happy inthe re- 
flelions of her own mind, though what fhe communicates to 
others from her manner of doing it, is apt to make uneafy, and 
to do no good ; theother is happy in every thing but refletion, 
and (unle{s in her example) is perfe&tly harmlefs and ufelefs. 

The cultivation of the temper is fecond only in point of ime 
portance to the cultivation of the heart. So much are we con- 
nected with fociety, that to neglect this duty takes much from 
our own happinefs and that of our friends, Melaina has a 
tender, an improved heart—Moraina has a fuad of carelefs good 
nature, but no beart at all, The one difturbs a company by 
making them think; the other never dilturbs them, but whea 
they are about to think, 





ALBERTINA; 4 Tak, from the German. 
LBERTINA, iaid the lord chamberlain, count O——, 


to his daughter, one afternoon, upon his return from 
court, I think your heart is ftill free. Am I miftaken ? 

My dear father, anfwered with hefitation, the biuthing girl 
of feventeen, I—I—do not underftand your quettion. 

Ihave reafons for it, my dear. Sit down by me. Ihave 
reafons for it, as well as for the whole of my behaviour to you. 
You know, Albertina, that you have the misfortane to be the 
fole heirefs of a father, who is one of the greatclt men at court, 
and the favourite of his fovereign. 

Misfortene ! my dear father ? 

Ithink fo: at leaft, there is one circumftance in which the 
daughter of a private perfon may be happier chan you ; fup- 
pofe, for inftance, you fhould ever be obliged to marry without 
daring to confalt your heart ? 

An expreffive look was ail the anfwer of Albertina : the hang 
down her head in filence, and plucked the leaves of a role 
which the held in her hand. 

My dear, continued the count, I forefaw that this would one 
day orother be your fate: it was my duty, therefore, to take 
care at leaft, that you fhould not be obliged to facrifice a lover, 
Your excellent mother died when you were only eight years old. 
Iremoved you immediately fram court, and committed the 
care of your education to a female friend, in whom | could cone 

fide, at one of my country feats, [hope you have formed no 
acquaiatance 
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acquaintance with any of our fex, which may render your 
obedience difficult. Have you, Albertina? Tell me fincerely ? 

My dear father, I have no acquaintance ; _ I——I know noe 
body. 

Indeed, Albertina ? 

Indeed, Sir! 

So moch the better. What you are foon to do, then, will be 
the lefs difficult. 

WhatlIam foon todo! repeated Albertina, before her fae 
ther bad finifhed, and looking with her.fine blue eyes dire@ly 
in his face. 

You fee, my dear, faid the chamberlain, that when I recalled 
you to court, it was not withouta view. To-day I thall intro. 
duce to you the chief minifter ; a man of eminent talents and 
virtues, who is highly elteemed both by the King and me, and 
for whom you are intended, 

Am I? faid Albertina, with a look of pleafure, and inftantly 
caft hereyes upon the ground, as if confcious that the had 
{poke too haftily. 

The King himfelf, faid the chamberlain, was the firft who 
thought of this alliance: he imparted his fentiments to the 
miniiter, who {poke to me upon the fubjec, and I have given 
my confent. ‘This alliance is of great importance to our 
family : it isto be formed under the immediate aafpices, and, 
indeed, by the command of his Majefly. In a month, there- 
fore, Albertina, you are to change your name, 

Albertina was filent: the was incapable of utterance: fhe 

had never feen the minifler, nor had the ever been in love. 
Overawed, however, by the authority of a father, who cone 
tinued to urge her to inftant compliance, fhe promifed to 
obey. 
The fame evening, the minifter appeared, a deformed man, 
with a glafs-eye, and one thoulder higher than the other. Ale 
bertina came into the room, and almolt fainted away. She was 
obliged to retire for a few moments, to recover herfelf, This 
is not to be wondered at in a gis], who had been only four weeks 
in the world, and was now to confent to a conneétion of which 
fhe had no idea. The minifter was not offended at a condutt, 
which he imputed to virgin bafhiulnefs. She returned, The 
minifter, infpired with confidence by her father, took her trembe- 
Jing hanc, and afked whether the confented. Yes, frid Al- 
bertina, with an ice-cold fhudder, She immediately left the 
soom, and no perfuafion could induce her to return. ; 

The next day the fell at her father’s feet, and conjured him 
twrei¢ale her from her promife, Mutt 1 exert my authority, 
Albertina 
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Albertina ? faid he, and left her witha face that glowed with 
anger. Albertina fubmitted to her fate. 

The chamberlain and the minifter were equally averfe to cere= 
mony. It was agreed, therefore, that no one fhoald be prefent 
except the fovereign and two witneffes on each fide. 

After the ceremony was over, Albertina ftood with her huf- 
band at a window, requefting him to read a letter, which fhe 
put into his hands, and left the room. He read as follows : 

s* My Lord, 

** T have obeyed my father, and am your wife. Be affured 
that the right you have now acquired over me, fhall ever be 
inviolable ; but, at the fame time, 1 earneftly implore youto 
intercede with my father, that I may inftantly return to my 
former folitude, with the lady who was prefent at the ceremony. 
Your refufal will heighten my diftrefs, while your confent 
will encreafe the great refpe& which I entertain for your virtues.”” 

The minifter was aftonifhed: he paufed a moment for re- 
flection. He then went to Albertina’s father ; he fhewed him 
the letter, and with an uncommon magnanimity, he exerted his 
mediation, affuring the chamberlain, that their friendfhip thould 
never be diflolved by this feparation. 

The father at firft was raving. He allowed, at laft, that 
Albertina had been taken by furprize, and confented to the 
feparation, determined to keep the tranfaction fecret, till time 
fhould effect an alteration in his daughter’s fentiments, 

The few weeks which Albertina had fpent in the difipation 
of the town, had not deftroyed her tafte for the tranquil pleas 
fares cf the country. An agreeable friend, a few books, and 
fome beautiful walks, with the elegant female employments in 
which the excelled, formed her whole amufement. Her fae 
vourite vifit, in the fultry weather, was a fummer honfe on the 
garden-wall, the windows of which looked toward the weft, 
One evening, when the rofes were in bloom, fhe was fitting 
there at an open window, working at her embroidery. 

She heard the trotting of a horie, and looked out, expe@ing 
the falute of fome honeit rufiic returning from the fields: but 

how much was fhe aftonithed, when an officer, (the firft the had 
ever feen in the country) tock off his hat toher. His horfe 
was founruly, that the became alarmed for his fafety. She 
followed him withher eyes as far as fhe could ; and, at laft, 
felt a with that fhe had feen bim longer. 
_ She fat down again to her work ; buat from her fright at fee- 
ing the horfe fo unruly, fhe was in fuch agitation, that the 
could not guide her needle. She threw her work afide, and 
walked into the garden. Ste obferved at once that it was dark, 
and 
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and her repeater firock three quarters after nine. She haftened 
to her friend Mrs. T—, who had been accuftomed to retire 
early on account of the weaknefs of her fight, and paffed the 
fineft days of the fummer in a darkened chamber. Albertina 
wifhed heragood night, and retired to her own apartment, 
The two next days it rained almoft inceffantly ; and Albertina 
was quite chagrined to find, that for twodays the could not ftir 
out to gather any rofes, 

The third day the weather was fine; yet this did not pre- 
vent the morning from appearing infupportably tedious. She 
had been wont to fay, ** Let no one feed my poultry but my- 
felf; for that would deprive me of my greateit pleafure.” And 
yet the poor birds, fhe loved fo much, would have been for- 
gotten, bad not an old fervant ventured to feed them, notwith- 
fianding her exprefs probibition. In the afternoon, fhe went 
to her fummer-houfe, and took a book with her, which, on the 
firft perufal, fhe had thought very entertaining. She read a 
page or two, and found that the author was really very tedious, 
‘The book was thrown afide, and fhe went toward the window. 
The proipe&t was extenfive, but there was nothing to attrac her 
attention. She went down, and had fcarcely reached the door 
which led into the fields, when fhe heard the approach of a 
horfe. She flew again to the window, and almoft {creamed out, 
as the frw the unraly horfe again with the officer. 

Fain would Albertina have retired, but her knees trembled 
under her. The officer took off his hat ; and the made fuch 
an awkward courtefy in tetarn, that her white handkerchief, 
which lay upon the window, fell into the road, The officer, 
in an elegant uniform, alighted in an ioftant, took up the hands 
kerchief, faftened his horfe to the door, and went into the gar- 
cen. Albertina haftened to meet and to thank him, but he 
did it with fo much confufion, thathe fearcely knew himéelf 
what to fay. He requeiled permiffion to fee the garden, Ale 
bertina confented, and, in the courfe of converfation, fhe found 
that he was barcn T , a captain in the guards; that he had 
Jately purchafed an adjoining eitate, and would be detained for 
fome time in making fome neceffary reparations, The gardea 
pleafed him. He faid it was enchanting, though he looked 
oftener at Albertina’s eyes than at the beauties of the fcene 
On retiring, he bepged permiffion to wait again epon Albertina 
znd her companion, anc obtained it. 

Albertina again took up her book, read a line or two, and 
threw it afide. She lefe the tummerehoufe, wandered among 
the walks, tore her finger here s, aintt the rofe-ouhhes, and 
there trod upon the fower-beds ; fat Cown firit in one arbour, 
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then in another, and at laft wentto her companion. That lady 

now appeared quite difagrecable, Albertina left her, and went 

to hed, 

The next day the captain paid his firft vifit as their new 
neighbour. Her friend received him with politenefs ; but Al- 
bertina with fome referve. There was fomething fonobdleia 
the figure and addrefs of the young officer, that he captivated 
at firft fight. When he leftthem, Mrs, T'— faid fomething in 
his favour. Albertina, yeflerday, had thought it tco early, and 
today fhe thought it too late, to fay any thing about him. 
Mrs. T— was ever pleafed to find any perfon of her own opi- 
nion. The cold reception which Albertina gave her eulogy on 
the captain, induced the good lady to apologize for the praifes 
fhe had lavifhed ; and an obfervation dropped by Albertina, 
that no apology was neceffary, carried the fubje& fo far, that 
the captain was at laft declared by both to bea very accome 
plihed man, ‘The converifation about their new neighbour 
lafted at leaft two hours, and Albertina did not find her friend 
fo difagreeable to-day as yelterday. 

It fo happened, that Albertina {pent all her afternoons, even 
in rainy weather, in the fummer-hovfe. She had either a book 
to read, which fhe could do beft where every thing was ftill, or 
elfeanew drefs to make, which nobody was to fee before it 
was worn. It happened accidentally too, that the baron con 
ftantly rode by at a certain hour of the day. His horfe was no 
longer refra€tory ; for he ftood often for a quarter of an hour 
under the window, and permitted his rider to converfe undif- 
turbed with Albertina, 

The new drefs was at laft compleated, and puton, The 
book, was as good as read, at leait forto day. Albertina found 
the time infupportably tedious, She looked toward the fields 5 
but both man and beaft had confpired to avoid the country. 
Not apeafant, nor one on horfeback, was to be heard or feen. 
She called at laft her little Italian greyhound, went into the 

open fields, followed the firft path fhe found, fell into a deep 
reverie, and proceeded flowly, till fhe was routed by the noite 
of her dog, in purfuit of a hare, A game keeper rufhed from 
the bufhes, and followed the dog. A tall gentleman, in a 
green coat, ftopped him, enticed the greyhound, and catching 
him up in his arms, came toward Albertina, and laid the of- 
fender, who had been hunting in bis manor, at her feet. Al- 
bertina fcreamed, when fhe faw the captain in the fportfman’s 
drefs ; and when the heard that fhe had wandered to his grounds, 
the was fearceiy in her fenfes. ‘* Didit not look,” fhe thought, 
** as if fhe was in fearch of him, becaafe he had not rode by 
Vou, XIV. 351. 2P at 
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at his ufoal hour ??? Notwithftanding this, her confcience was 
innocent ; but the heart and confcience will be fometimes at 
variance with each other. 

The captain’s fervant had followed him with his horfe, he 
ordered it to be led home, and requefted Albertina, who wag 
alternately pale and red, to allow him the honour of con. 
du€ting her home through a more argreeable path. He con- 
gratulated himfelf on his good fortune; rejoiced that he had 
been prevailed upon to-day to hunt; and faid fo many hand- 
fome things with fuch ardour, that Albertina did not know 
whether it was day or night, and the baron at laft miltook his 
way. ‘They were foon diref&ted right ; but perhaps he did not 
think it neceffary to go the fhorteft way, when he wihhed to go 
the pleafanteft. The fun was fet, and they were fill fome 
hundred paces from the garden. He refpectfully kiffed Al- 
bertina’s hand at the door, wilhed her a good evening, and 
again exprefied his happinefs. A moment after they were 
again together. They had infenfibly ftrayed into a thick ar 
bour of honeyfuckles, entwined with jafmine, ‘They were 
eated : Albertina could not ventore to lift up her eyes: the 
baron rofe aad threw himfelf at her feet. 

Albertina, faid he, and prefled her unreluant hand, Al- 
bertina, can vou love me? 

What firein his look! What elegance in his form ! What 
attraétion in his attitede! In his uniform richly embroidered 
with gold, the captain would have appeared only fplendid ; in 
fimp'e modeft green he was beautiful. 

Canyou love me, Albertina? repeated he, with tranfport, 


! 


and folded her in his arms. 


(To be continued.) 


7ITH the foibles generally attendant upo» an afpiring 
/ . . " '*.* . 
man, Fordyce had generous qualities. A young intel- 


licent merchant, who kept cath at his banking -houfe, one morn. 
ing makiog a {mall lodg nent, happened to i y in the fhop, 
*¢that if he could command fome thcufands at prefenr, there 
was a certain {peculation to be purived, wiich, in all probable 
lity, would turn out fortunate.” ‘This ws faid loofely without 
wdyce’s making any antwer, or feeming to attend to it; 
ttime A few ntns atrerwards, 
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with the houfe, he was much furprifed to fee the fum of fve 
hundred pounds placed to bis credit fide more than he knew he 
poffefled. Thinking it a nriftake, he pointed it out to the clerk, 
who feeing the entry in Mr. Fordyce’s hand-writing, faid, he 
muft have paid itto him. ‘The merchant, however, knowing 
he had not, begged to fee Mr. Fordyce, who appeared, and told 
him, ‘* it was all right enough ; for that as the hint he hada 
few months before thrown out in his fhop gained him above 
five thoufand, he thought him fairly entitled to the tyte of that 
fum.” 





On the dangerous Confequences that attend too refined an 
Education. 


To the PRINTER. 
STR, 
HE dangerous confequences that infeparably attend too 
refined an education, by which falfe notions of ‘pride and 
grandeur are imbibed into the mind, are fo general, that I take 
the liberty of fending you the following flory, that its contents 
may promote the eradication of that foible, 
My father had two children, a daughter and myfelf. Anxions 
for our improvement, he injudicioufly conceived that the fir 
duty incumbent on every parent, was that of beltowing a gen- 
teel education on his children. Accordingly he fent us to the 
moft refpeétable {chools he could tele&, where we received ine 
firutions that would have enabled us to have appeared in 
the higheft fphere of life. My father, who was an woollen- 
draper, upon my leaving {chool, difclofed to me his intention of 
binding me an apprentice to himfelf, and intending me as bis 
fucceflor ; but my vanity revolted at the idea. I was fhocked 
beyond conception, and left my father’s prefence with evident 
figns of anger and difapprcbation, He now difcovered his 
folly, and repented that he had beftowed on me an education 
from which | had imbibed principles fo repugnant to a fituation 
I conceived derogatory of my character, But repentance, he 
found, was fruitlefs; and all his menaces and {olicitations 
proving ineffectual, he fent me to the Ealt Indies, through th 
intereft and recommendations of fome of his friends, in the 
capacity of a writer. Poverty feemed preferable to the fituation 
ot amechanic. I joyfully accepted of the place, and at length, 
by iucceflion, became a fenior merchant, in which ftation riches 
poured in upon we uniolicited. 
2P2 Having 
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Having obtained an affluent fortune, I returned to my own 
country after an abfence of 25 years. The firft enquiry, you 
muft naturally imagine, [ made on my return, was after my 
father and fifler (my mother, T thoald have told you, died whea 
we were infants’; the former, I heard, had fome time fince fallea 
a victim to affliction : and how great was my aftonifhment when 
I heard that my fifter kad been the fatal caafe of it, bya 
miferable profitation of her perfon! Ia vain I made ule of every 
channel of information for the recovery of my poor wretched 
Maria. Every attempt to gain any knowledge of her was 
vain, and her fate might have remained unknown to me till this 
day had not chance direéted me to her. 

As I returned home from the conviviality of fome friends 
one night, a little intoxicated, with others in the fame fituation 
as mylelf, having ill-treated a man who had expoitulated with 
us for difturbing the neighbourhood at fo late an hour, we were 
conducted to the watch-houfe, where I fhortly heard the groan 
of a female in an adjoining room. My mind was till fufcepridle 
of pity; and, though almoft overcome by the power of wine, 
my fenfations were equally tender. 

A prefcience of mind, or fome inftinflive power, indaced me 
to enquire into the fituation of the miferable object. ¢* It pro- 
ceeds,” faid the watchman, ‘* from a wretched proftitute, whofe 
diftreffes have moved me to affilther. My wife,” added he, 
‘fis now with her, ufing her utmolt endeavours to prolong her 
exiftence ; but I fear every attempt will prove ufelefs.” | ear- 
nellly entreated him to lead me to the anfortunate woman before 
fhe breathed her aft. He confented. But what was my altonih» 
ment and fenfations when I recognifed, in this almoft expiring 
object of pity and mifery, my poor long-loft Maria! Overcome 
by the diltreffing fight, I fell breathlefs in the keeper's arms 
It was too much for homan fenfibility to fupport. When I re- 
covered, the unfortunate wretch was clinging round my 
neck, in all the agonies of grief and defpair, exclaiming in 
the moft pitecus accents. ‘* O look upon me, look upon ame, 
Edward, and blefs me with your forgivencfs before I die! O», 
my brother, my Edward, forgive and blefs your poor Maria!” 
She faid no more; and I had {fcarce time to fay ** 1 forgive 
thee,”? when fic expired in my arms. 

When [ had recovered a little from the horrors which ea 
veloped me, I laid the dead corpfe on the bed, and {carcely 
could my friends difentangle me from the body. [ remained 
fome time in a fate of ilupetaciion, and was lamenting that hs 
had aot been able to recount the tale of her miferies, that t might 
be revenged on her feducer, whea the keeper's wife interrapted 
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my lamentation by informing me, that my fifter had briefly 
difclofed to her, a few moments before my entrance, the fource 
of all her wretchednefs, ** It originated,” the faid, from the 
well-meaning but falfe ideas of her father. An education that 
he had beftowed on her, fuperior to her humble ficuation, cone 
tinvally haraffled her mind with falfe notions of vanity, which 
were the firft motives that induced her to afpire to the aflociation 
of a woman eminently her fuperior, and with whom fhe had 
formed an intimate conneétion at fchool. A heart like her’s, 
envenomed by that deftructive poifon, pride, and io nicely fuf- 
ceptible of the tender paffion, could not long withand the 
fedacing arts that were fo affiduoufly {pread to enfnare her virtue. 
Toconclude, good woman,” added fhe, ‘* I fell a victim to my 
own vanity, the foundation of which was innocenily laid by my 
father.” 

Thus, in a watch-houfe, ended the miferable exiftence of a 
woman whofe heart, being fundamentally good and virtuous, 
might have formed a refpettable member of fociety, a tender 
wife, and an affectionate mother, had not her brain deen intcxie 
cated by the effects of a falfe education. 

If this relation fhould produce the defired effe&s on your 
readers, my trouble will be amply compenfated : and 

Iam Your’s, L. A. 





The Hiftory of a Londin Porter. 


Dear Sir, 

Am apoor but honeft porter, and am fo far a gentleman as 

to live at the Welt end of the town ; for though { am a poor 
man, yet what of that? I like to retain as much of the gentle= 
man’s character as 1 can, and fol and my family live ia the 
worlt end of a genteel {treet in the neighbourhood of Berkeley. 
fquare. 1 was born and bred a gentleman, and at your age had, 
I dare fay, as good ideal pretentions to a pair of lawn fleeves as 
yourfelf : burt fortune viewed me with a malign eye, and re 
folved to make me the {port of her whims and fancies ; under 
her aofpices [ have bafked in the funfhine of never-ceating 
profperity, and rode triumphant on the waves of blifs ; but the 
profpect was quickly overclouded, and the fickle yoddeis trowned 
upon me with a moit diitorted viiage : I was doomed to tafte 
the bittereit pall her malice could diitil, and ** fweat and groan 
under a weary life,” during the long fit of her aarelenticg dii- 
pleafure, [ experienced the various viciiitudes of life, aad 
proved the truth of the proverb, Argilla quidvis imitaberas 

Huthe 
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udae To be brief, Sir; froma feries of adverfe and unforee 
jeea events, my father was reduced from a {tate of affluence to 
a bare tubfiftence, and I, with my brothers, neceflitated to prove 
the hardfhips of a rarely favourable world. As I bad had the 
yudiments of a liberal education, and made it my bufinefs rather 
te court the mufes than to ftudy mathematical projections of 
peemanhhip, and afcertain the cue proportions of bold and hair 
fixokes, 1 tound myfelf much better qualified for a garret in 
Grub fiseet, than the fubmiffive fool of a merchant’s compting. 
hovie. Befides, Sir, my innate pride was fhocked at the idea of 
being a diudge to fomeilliterate blockhead, and being liable 
to aterrent of unjuft and ungrammatical abufe from the mouth 
of ene whom thet blind arbitrefs, fortune, might have railed 
above my head, I determined, at all rates, to be my own 
matters, and accordingly purchafed a very pretty room up three 
polr of flairs,in aretiyed corner of tie town, and fet my wits to 
work without Igfs of time cr hindrance of bufinefs. [ fet forth 
the ilisof this life ina pathetic clegy, and defcribed the bleflings 
of the next in a very beauttivl hymn: but I found the world 
roo well convinced of the melancholy truths conveyed in my 
frit produciicn to need any inftrudtion on that head, and too 

fe to refreth their memories with a tale of woe, and exclas 


‘ ‘ 


wile 

mations of the uncertainty of worldly blifs, and the certainty 
of its hailening end. As to my hymn, the greater part of the 
world acknowledged its tenets, but found nothing more in it 
that what they knew before. ‘The numerous fects of atheilts, 
free-thinkers and other unbelievers, rewagded my labours with 
a {mile of contempt, and blalted the early efforts of my pious 
muie with all the marks of difapprobation. I found it theres 
fore neceflary to difmount from Pegafus, and prefer the more 
humble, but (as | expeéted) the more lucrative, pages of pros 
jaic ccmpcfition, I accordingly commenced hireling ior a newde 
paper, and told of deaths which had never taken place, except 
in my brain, and cut throats without even approaching thele 
vidtims to juicide, os knowing the unhappy mortals whom Il 
deftined to die by poifon. Such a line of writing 1 found in» 
adequate to my expences; an cighteen-penny death might 
a dinner, or a fixpeony anecdote enable me to 





purchalfe me 
tpend my evening comfortably. 


i Such a bulicefs promiled no 
increafe of wealth ; my revenue was ealily expeaded 10 1mmes 


Yuu 


diate ule, and flattered me with few hopes of meading. Laele 
Jupplis when they came, were always feafonabie and highly 
ayreeable ; but when his retource tailed of fucceis, my pught ; 
was miferable anceed. | reiolved, therefore, only to write 0 
ahuen ior lhe paper as to DIDy wen a fum whice, with exceuent 
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2 
management, ond the moft rigid economy, might fupport me 
fora while, and I fat miyfelf down to that Limasined a more 
profitable employment, namely the Writing of 8 novel. Aftce 
berely fubfifting for fix weeks, that I mi ight feat for the next 
fix months, I completed my arduous undertaking, and coms 
mitted it into the hands of a bookfeller, who profefled himielf 
my friend. After a forthight’s impatient waiting, I teok the 
liberty of calling for my reward ; but how great was my fur- 
prife when, with an obliging fimper, he informed me, that he kad 
entirely forgot he ‘had even fuch a th hing committed to his 
care! He bade me, hor Wwever, not to be difheartened, for th at | he 
would immediately fend it to a friend of histo perufe, and if ic 
met with his approbation, it fhould be printed off without any 
forther delay. He added a thoufand apologies for his negle&, 
and I as often begged he would not concern himfe!f on that 
fcore, as what was paffed could not be recalled, and all his come 
pliments were but fo much fpent breath. In fhort, Sir, I cailed 
again ; and he again apologized ; and at my third time of 
troubling him, returned my manufcript in a tattered conditio 
and altered in fuch a manner, and in fo many paflages, chs 
I found it extremely difficult to make out.<—Jadge of the warmth 
of my indignation when he recited to me a firing of imper- 
feétions ; when he told me that th e flory had been t the fubje& 


of more than one novel before [ ever took pen in hand 5 that 


, 

the orthography would bea difgrace to ballad-writers ; and thaz 
all genteel perfons had banifhed the poor unfortunate ts Fs 
ee their favourite words; and that the linguage was too 

oarfe for the reader of quality, tvo flimly for the 
fente, and too inelegant for the reader of tafte. He was kind 
enough to point out many other faults ; but after buttoning ros 
manufcript up in my poc ket with the greatelk care, as au inet. 
mable jewel, I clapt both har ads up to my cars, and ran ou 
the hop as faft as my heels woul | permit me; and, after try 
the taille of one or two mort ; l equ 
blind to the merits of my performance, andlett off the milerable 
trade of author in a fit of defpair. 


Ye 








Having tried my fortune with very indifferent faccels, in 
feveral lines of life, I am at length conftrained to prove th 


verity of a remark of my father, P remember, often utter a 


with a {mile, and my mx ther has reproved by a frown, ** Thar 
the wert come to the worlt, I had a pai } 





would conftitute me a good porter.” i sf 
ir Je orgs with very bad fuc: - 
veltigate the truth of this laying, and am ! : 
my power to add, that it has turned out to my advai - 
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yond my moft fanguine expectations. I am happy to have an 
opportunity’ of difburthening my mind through the medium of 
your Fntertainer; and if any of your youthful readers are {9 
unfortunate as to be reduced to my firft condition, or fo proud 
as to take the fame fteps that U have trodden before them, I hope 
my example may prove efficacious in warning them from the 
misfortunes which my impradence has brought upon me, and 
fhewing them that it never is too late to mend. 


Your’s, 
POLYTROPOS, 





OBSERVATIONS oz the PLAGUE, &c. 
By Joun Howarp, Ef. 


HE piague appears to be communicated by the touch 
alone ; not that to touch an infeéted perfon or object ine 
fallibly gives the difeafe, for the coatagion may be received and 
remain latent till it is difcharged with the excrementions fluids, 
er is called into a€tion by the concurrence of fome exciting 
caufe : thefe exciting caufes are conftantly of the debilitating 
kind. Itcertainly is not communicated by the air, except the 
perfons are very near to each other, for the contagion isnot 
volatile unlefs combined with odoriferous bodies. The nox 
ious diflance is, according to Giovanelli, within five geometri« 
cal paces, and, according to another phvfician, within two ells; 
but this is fubje& neceflarily to variation, as the wind blows to 
or from the infected objec, or according to the degrees of in 
feftion, It is faid to prevail moft in hot feafons and in cold; 
but Dr. Roffel, if we miftake not, obferves, that it often ceafes 
during the hotteft weather; and M, Luigi fupporis this opi- 
nion. On the fymptoms and the treatment we find many 
vague and trifling defcriptions and remarks, Nothing canbe 
drawn from thefe authors which we donot find more advan. 
tageoufly detailed in others. Convalefcents do not generally 
relapfe ; but on this fubjeét too the Doors differ : itis better, 
we believe, to truft to the former opinion, that a relapfe dure 
ing the fame epidemic is ‘uncommon, thovgh having had the 
difeafe is no fecurity during a future epidemic. The plague 
from different places feems, by thefe authofs’ accounts, to differ 
at leat in violence, and fomewhat perhaps in fymptoms. ‘The 
proportion of deaths varies from two to five-fixths. 
Of the foreign prifons and hofvitals, Mr Howard’s accoant 


isnot always advautageous, The Hotel Dieu he found cole 
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and offenfive ; two were often in a bed, and the windows were, 
carefully fhut, while the cortains, pot on in winter, were 

acorned with fringe, fitted torctain fmells and infection, In 

the galleysat Toulon, he obferves, there are about 4600 pri- 

foners, diflinguifhed by the colour of their caps according to 

the crimes they have committed. 

Thofe galicys had only one deck, Many of their windows 
in the roofs were open ; and being fwept twice every day, they 
were clean and not offenfive. The flaves alfo weve kept clean, 
and their clothing was neateven in that galley which is ap- 
propriated tothe aged and infirm. Some’ of them had been 
confined 40, 50, and éven 60 years. All have a coat, waift- 
coat, trowfers, two fhirts, and a pair of thoes, given them every 
year; and a gréat coat every two yeats, ‘They had good 
brown bread, well baked, in loaves weighing a pound and three 
quarters. AJl had fome little allowance of money, and to 
thofe who worked, was granted an additional allowance of three 
fous every day for wine, In each galley there were two cans 
tons (little rooms), one for wine for thofe who worked for go 
vernment, the other for the fale of white bread, greens, &c. 

Many worked at their own trades, as fhoemakers, bafket- 

makers, &c. but none were allowed to keep fhops on fhore as 
formerly at Marfeilles ; nor havethey the fame convenience 
they had then for the fale of theit work. Forty were at work 
io La Place (the fquare) in the city, digging and removing the 
foil for foundation of a houfe for the intendant. ‘Thefe were 
chained two and two, and when one wheeled the mould the 
other carried the chain; but in cigging, fawing, and other 
ftationary employments, both worked. Many were at work in 
the arfenal ; and employed, foni@ in moving, hewing, and faw- 
ing timber ; and others in the cotton and thread manufattory. 
‘The number of thofe engaped in the laft of thefe employments 
was about 200, ‘They were lodged ia an adjcining hall, and 
I obferved that when they left off work, they were tcarched to 
prevent their fecreting any of the materials. All were loaded 
with chains of fome kind or other : tholé employed in the ma- 
nufattory (and fome others in the arfenal) had only a ring on 
one leg ; but this, and likewife the choice of irons, I found to 
be a ciftingtion which might be purchafed. The flaves who 
worked out of the arfenal were loaded with heavy chains, and 
few are able to efcape: if any doefcape, they are panithed, 
when retaken, in various wavs ; fome by a confinement under 
heavier irons ; fame by a recommencement of the term of their 
confinement ; fome by whipping ; and fuch ashad been cone 
demived for life, by hanging. 


Vox. XIV. 352. 2Q Protefants 
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Proteflants are not compelled to attend at mafs. The lag 

perfon who was confined for bis religion was releafed aboug 
eight years ago. ‘There is but one flave here who now profeffes 
himfelf a Proteflant, and his name is Francois Conde. He has 
been confined in the galleys 42 years, for being concerned with 
fome boys inaquarrel with a gentleman (who loft his gold« 
headed cane) ina private houfe in Paris. The boys were ap. 
prehended, and this Conde, though only 14 years of age, and 
lame of one arm, was condemned to the galleys for life. After 
four or five years he procured a Bible, and learned by himfelf 
to read; and becoming, through clofe attention to the {crip. 
tures, convinced that his religion was antichriftian, he publicly 
renounced it, and declared and defended his fentiments, Ever 
fince he has continued a fteady Proteftant, hamble and modeft, 
witha character irreproachable and exemplary, refpected and 
efteemed by his officers ard fellow prifoners, I brought away 
with me fome mufical pipes of his turning and tuning. He 
was in the galley appropriated to the infirm and aged ; and 
thefe, befides the ufual allowance of bread, have an additional 
allowance from the King of nine fous (4d. halfpenoy.) a day, 

Of the hofpitals at Vienna, Mr. Howard gives the following 
account: 

The hofpital in the faburbs, called the General Hofpital, is 
very large, and contains feveral courts, Molt of the wards 
are 17 feet high, 16 feet long, aud 27 broad, with oppofite 
windows, and 20 beds inevery ward, with vacancies between 
them three feet wice, in which tables were placed ; fome of the 
wards were much larger. They were all finifhed with bafons, 
towels, &c. and great attention feemed to be paid to clean- 
linefs, To each ward three nurfes aré affigned, and a room of 
a moderate fize, with 2 fire-place for wathing, and other pute 
pofes.. The roof has windows in it, .but anhappily they are 
glazed, and confequently the free efcape of the foul air is pre- 
vented, and much evil mult be produced. 

At the back of this hofpital there are twelve neat rooms, 
with every thing in them proper for lyingein women ; a bed, 
drawers with white childebed linen, a toilet, tea things, and 3 
bed for the nurie. ‘Thefe roams are for thofe that pay one 
florin (zs. 3d.) aeday. ‘There are other rooms with five or fix 
beds in eacn for fuch as pay half a florina-day. The former 
advance at enirance the pay of cight. days, and the latter the 
pay of four days. ‘There arerooms alfo for thofe that pay ten 
creutzers (3d. g-farthings mearly) a-day. All in this departe 
mentwas ciean, cap, and quict, Womea are admitted .at-any 
hour 
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about hour throogh a private door and paffage, and no queftions are 
ofeffes atked at their coming in or going out. 

le hes The military hofpital is not kept fo clean, and is not fo well 
| with regulated. The general hofpi:a! contained 813 perfons, the 
golde lying-in hofpital 111 women and 23 children, the lunatic hof- 
a pital 251. ‘There are various other benevolent inftitutions at 
, pny Vienna, which are in general conducted with attention and 


After humanity. The range of the thermometer obferved from 
. 1780 t01786 was from 95 deg. tc—4 deg. of Fahrenheit ; its 


_—_ rangein one year was from co 1-half too. The average is 
liely from 89 deg. to 8 very nearly. 


In Holland the moft important circumftances relacé to the 
deft regulation of arrefts for debt, An apartment in a private 
: houfe cannot be entered, nor can a man be arrefted on his own 


me premifes. While a wife is lying-in, a hafband cannot be ar- 
He refed ; and any difturbance near the good woman’s hole would 
pie “be feverely punifhed, A board, with lace on it, is in fuch cir- 
caal cumftances put over the door. 


| The prifons in Scotland meet generally with Mr. Howard's 
y: cenfore. The prifons and the hofpitals in Ireland are, with a 





ne few exceptions, managed very properly, The blue-coat hofpi- 
al. is tal at Chefter is warmly commended, and the rules of the 
ardb Quakers inftitution at Ackworth, drawa up by the late excel- 
ois lent Dr. Fothergill, are tranfcribed, as far as they relate to the 
béie becoming demeanour and proper regulation of the boys. 
the 
ons, 
cane CURIOUS FAC T. 
n of HE faperiority which the Spanith cavalry poffefs over 
ure thofe of other countries may, in a great meafure, be at- 
are tributed to the following excellent management of the horfes 
pre of that nation, The Spanith cavalry are compofed entirely of 
fallions, which, till they attain the age of feven years, are 
ms, brooght up with the care, and careffed with the tendernefs, that 
ed, fond parents beftow to favourite children, No beating is fufs 
da fered ; and their hoftlers even endeavour to reduce initinct to 
one reafon, by familiarly converfing with them. Ac the age of 
fix feven years they are broken in for a twelvemonth, and thea 
ner admitted into the regiments, The food is two handfuls of 
the Oats per diem, and barley ftraw, but neverhay. ‘The confe- 
ten quences of fuch a mode of treatment are, that they are uncom- 
ute monly found and fpirited, being fubject to few diltempers and 
ny generally live to the age of fifty. They are then dilcharged 
. the military fervice, though at that age frequently capable of 


drawing a chaife ten miles an hour. 


2Q2 Ancient 
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Ancient Manner of proclaiming Bartholomew Fair in Wep 
Smithfield. 


[From an Account publifhed in 1778.] 


T is worthy of obfervation, that every year when the Yair is 
held, it was ufual for the Mayor, attended by 12 principal 
Aldermen, to ride into Smithfield, dreffed in his fcarlet gown, 
and about his neck isagolden chein, befides that particular 
ornament that diftinguifhes the ftaple of the kingdom. Heis 
followed by the Aldermen in fcarlet gowns, and whenever he 
goes abroad, a {ceptre, i. e, mace and cap, are borne before 
him. He is at all times obliged to live fo magnificently, that a 
foreigner, or native of condition, is welcome to his table, where 
there is always the greateft plenty. Where the yearly fair is 
proclaimed, a tent is pitched, and after the ceremony is over, 
the mob begin to wreftle before them 2 at atime, and the 
conguerors are rewarded by them by money thrown from the 
tent, After this a parcel of live rabbits are turned loofe among 
the crowd, and hunted by a namber of boys, witha great 
noife, &c, Before this time, alfo, there was an old cuftom for 
the fcholars of London to meet at this feltival, at the priory of 
St. Bariholomew’s, to difpute in logic and grammar ; and 
upon a bank under a tree, the beft of them were rewarded with 
bows and filver arrows. This fair, till about 1743, held a 
forinight, when the arca of Smithfield was filled with large 
booths, then occupied for drolls and interludes by the mot 
capital theatrical performers, bearing the aames of Hippefley’s 
booth, Macklin’s, &c. The curtailment of its duration ce- 
curred on account of diforders, gaming, &c. Sir Samuel 
Fludyer, in 1762, and Mr. Alderman Ball, in 1774, enforced 
the itriteft regulations, next to an abolition, which, io its pre- 
fent degenerate fate, is much withed for by molt difintereited 
perions, 





Aufwer, by Tyro, of Totnes, io A. Bafly’s Rebus, inferted May 1%. 


OUR rebgs not long puzzled me, 
It meant a MOLE I foon could fee. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from W. Harris and 
J. Whiteway, of Dartington; J. Harris, Totnes 5 and R, 
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An Enigma, from Horfefield’s Ladies Diary for the prefent 


Year, inferted at the requeft of Fobn Arthur of Eg~ 


lofoayle. 


N Eden’s garden firft my birth I date, 
And was ’fore Adam and his /oving mate, 

In thofe bleft realms where aromatic flow’rs 
Diffufe their fweets, enliv’ning myrtle bowers, 
Where innocence decreed to raife her throne 

In veft tranfparent as the ftarry zone, 

With them I thar’d the great induigence giv’n, 
With them the wrath of injur’d angry heav’n, 
When they with dire tranfgreffions difobey’d 
Th’ Almighty’s word,.and forfeited his aid : 
Then I with them was banifh'’d paradife, 
Expell’d by juttice, wifdom’s fcourge for vice. 
How hard my lot, when thro’ me they had breath, 
That in return with them I foffer death, 

Yet I the fallen race do flill attend, 

To be to them both ornament and friend. 

The fhepherd fwain, who haites to yonder grove, 
His bofom fir’d with warmeft thoughts of love, 
To mect his nymph while zephyrs wave each {pray, 
Iam his guide, and foremoft lead the way ; 

And when with joy he gives the rapturous kifs, 
I’m near to fhare the {weet extatic blifs. 

But hark! methinks I hear the weighing fteed, 
Nor hedge or ditch the hunter can impede ; 

The timid hare, fhe leads the merry dance, 

And led by me the full mouth’d hounds advance ; 
Still prefling clofe, at length the yields her breath, 
Whilit huatf{man’s hollow hails the vi€tim’s death. 








4 CHARADE, éy C. C. near Tauntox. 


Y firft in the water is oftentimes feen, 
Or above in the air, or below in the green ; 
But my outrageous fecond, you very well know, 
Is a friend unto fome and to others a foe: 
Now all the Welch towns let your fancy run over, 
My whole among thefe you will quickly difcever. 


POETRY. 











PB. G2. Dich he 


Verfes, inferibed to the Rev. F. Pickbourn, of Hackney, by 


one of his Pupils. 


O yon, the friend and guardian of my youth, 
Who taught my feet the glorious path of trath ; 
Nor taught alone, bet nobly led the way 5 
The tribute of a grateful heart I pay. 
What thall excufe the debt fo long unpaid ? 
A debt fo jufily due, fo long delay’d ? 
Ott has my heart the pleafing tak defign’d, 
Nor would my willing hands have lagg’d behind, 
But commerce rules this bafy, buitling fcene, 
And cares and croffes ever intervene ; 
From day to day I fought a happier hour, 
A minute plac’d by fortune in my power 5 
In vain I waited till the minute came, 
For as the laft, the next was ftill the fame. 
Thus on the river’s brink the peafant flood, 
And as he view’d th’ {wiftly-rolling flood, 
** So {wift aftream,” he cried, “* mutt foon be patt ;” 
Yer the next wave ran rapid as the laft, 
And, O forgive, if now, with flagging wings, 
Droops the dull mufe, and trembles as the fings ; 
For in the town where indaftry maintains 
Her bofy fons, and golden commerce reigns ; 
Where wheels in endlefs revolutions play, 
And rattling looms awake returning day, 
Whar hand to founds like thefe can tune the lyre, 
Or catch the genius of poetic fire? 

Chang’d is the fcene fince late in Hackney’s thade, 
With peace and pleafure hand in hand I ftray‘d. 
O flat’ring dawn of life ! delightful dream ! 
My mem’ry dwells with pleafure on the theme : 





*T was 











L 


ry, by 





Stockport, June 21, 1789. 
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*»T was there my mind the dawn of reafon prac’d, 
And exercife my limbs with vigour brac’d : 

Calm were my happy days, and calm my reft, 
Fair innocence the iomate of my breaft, 

The cares of life to me were all unknown, 
Iwith’d not fortane’s fmile, nor fear’d her frown. 
Launch’d in the fea of life, I muft now brave 

The boift’rous fhock of every adverfe wave : 
But bold integrity the helm fhall feize, 

While fweet contentment calms the ruff’d feas. 
Far from ambition’s craggy rocks I fail, 

Nor truft to pleafure’s more alluring gale ; 
Till faith and patiente fhall attain that fhore, 
Where death affumes the friendly pilot’s pow’r, 


And guides to realms where ftorms fhall be no more. 


So pleafing to the mind are fancy’s dreams, 

And like reality th’ illafion feems. 

The phantom makes fytority her own, 

While ev’n to-morrow’s a&s are yet unknown, 
Swift turns the wheel of changeful fortune round ; 
And he that foar’d, now fiatters on the ground. 
Ev’n I, who now, in Britain’s favoar’d ifle, 

Bafk in the genial funthine of her {mile, 

An outcaft in fome foreign clime may roam, 

Loft to my parent’s love, my friends, my home, 
Should poverty and pain my foul opprefs, 

And ev’ry minute make my little lefs, 

This comfort ftill, thall eafe my load of woe, 

** Virtue alone is happinefs below.” 

O may I fill untouch’d that jewel goard, 

And truft to heaven to meet a juit reward. 

Thefe momentary ills no more molet ; 

Thefe cares no more diflurb my tranquil breaft ; 
In trembling hope I reach the bright abode, 

To dwell with faints, with angels, and with God: 
To join the tuneful choir who hymn his praife, 
And view the mild effulgence of his rays. 

To hear his voice—but whither roves my fong? 
For themes like thefe to abler bards belong. 

Some gentler verfe, fome milder ftrain I choofe, 
That iuits an humble, yet an honcft mofe : 

No homage at the fhrine of pride the pays ; 
But the fweet cail of gratitude obeys ; 

To friendthip’s voice attempts to tune the ftrings ; 
And, child of nature, as fhe feels, the fings. 
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Sonnet written in the Abfence of Rofalind. 


OME, sil piuicspby, thy. aid impart! 
C Call the foft hours, and bid them rife, 
To chafe one image from my heart, 

And wipe the forrows from my eyes. 


Mufic ! thy magic numbers,found, 
And fcatter wide my fears: 
Lead me in sofy fetters bound, 
Or lap me in foft Lydian airs.. 


Ye daughters of the lyric thell, 
Breathe into life fome foothing lay ; 
Weave an ail commanding fpell 
To charm the gloomy hours away. 


How vain the with, the founds but move, 
Inftant I think of her I leve! 
ORLANDO. 





Sonnet to a Sifter then with the Author's Family in Irélani, 


on her Birth-Day. 


WIFT o’er the raffing bofom of the main, 
Ye fav’ring winds a brother’s verfe convey 5 
And tell that not unheeded flies the day, 
Which, to relieve of life each anxious pain, 
Gave me the friend of nature and of choice : 
O! let not forrow now exert her way, 
(Her pow’r relentlefs, I too oft obey !) 
But warn’d by duty’s and affettion’s voice, 
Let my fond foul recall its early joys ; 
And to the lov’d and honour’d of my heart 
Who with a glift’ning eye fhall read the Jay 
And heave'a tender figh, this with impart ; 
That heav’n may baniffi far each human woe, 
And long with added years increafing blifs be{tow. 








Whimfical Bpitaph in a Country Church-yard, 


EADER, I’ve left this world, ia which 
I had a world to do, 
Sweating and fretting to be rich, 
Jutt fuch a fool as you. 











